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1.0 Introduction 
In June 2014, the Town of Fort Mill’s Council adopted a Stormwater Utility to fund the Town’s 
stormwater management program. The utility will provide the Town with the authorization to establish 
and collect fees for the stormwater services provided by the Town. The utility will provide a dedicated 
funding source for addressing stormwater related issues such as flooding, erosion and water quality 
problems. 

It is the intent of the Town of Fort Mill to encourage property owners to proactively manage stormwater 
on their property by incorporating sustainable stormwater management practices that offset, to some 
extent, the negative impact of land development on the drainage system.  

By establishing a fee credit process, the Town may make an adjustment to the utility fee paid by any 
property owner that provides value-added stormwater management activities that support and 
complement the Town’s stormwater management efforts.  

The following goals were established for the development of the credit policy:  

• to provide an incentive to Town property owners to reduce their stormwater utility bills; 
• to encourage property owners to incorporate sustainable stormwater management 

practices on their properties; 
• to be easy for property owners to use and not overly complicate the stormwater utility fee 

billing system; and 
• to enhance the equity of the stormwater utility fee’s rate structure.  

The purpose of this manual is to describe policies set forth by the Town of Fort Mill concerning 
stormwater utility fee credits (the credit).  

1.1 Stormwater Management 
In the Town of Fort Mill, as in other municipalities, the large amount of impervious surface (hard 
surfaces, such as buildings areas, asphalt, cement, and heavily compacted areas) reduces the amount of 
stormwater that could be naturally absorbed under natural conditions. The runoff from these areas 
transports materials such as de-icing salt, metals & petrochemicals from cars, excess fertilizer, pet waste 
and trace amounts of other common chemicals to receiving bodies of water. This is a major source of 
water pollution in urban areas. In an urban environment, the amount of impervious area on a property 
is the most significant factor affecting the quality and quantity of stormwater runoff. 

The increase in runoff produced by developed properties creates a variety of negative impacts on both 
the stormwater drainage system and natural drainage ways through:  

• Increasing peak discharge rate; 
• Increasing total volume of runoff; and 
• Increasing pollutant loadings. 
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Large or intense storm events or rapid snowmelt can produce significant quantities of runoff from urban 
areas with high levels of impervious surfaces. For example, it was calculated that a one-inch rainfall 
event on a one-acre meadow would produce 218 cubic feet of runoff, while a parking lot the same size 
would produce 3,460 cubic feet. As excessive amounts of runoff are conveyed rapidly from the urban 
landscape and discharged to receiving streams, downstream flooding and channel erosion can occur. As 
runoff flows over areas altered by development, it also picks up harmful sediment and chemicals such as 
oil and grease, pesticides, heavy metals, and nutrients. These pollutants become suspended in runoff 
and are carried to receiving waters. Once deposited, these pollutants enter the food chain through small 
aquatic life, eventually entering the tissues of fish and humans. 

Stormwater Management is the practice of managing stormwater runoff in order to avoid water 
quantity and quality problems. By mapping, planning, constructing, operating, cleaning, regulating and 
maintaining natural and constructed stormwater management facilities, the Town reduces the adverse 
effects of stormwater and improves the quality of groundwater, streams, rivers, and lakes in and around 
the Town. 

1.2 Stormwater Utility  
In order to provide a stable source of funding for the Town to provide stormwater services, which 
benefit all citizens, the Town has established a stormwater utility. A stormwater utility is administered 
similar to a water or sewer utility.  

Since impervious area is the single most important factor affecting the peak rate of runoff, the total 
volume discharged, and pollutant loadings of stormwater that flows from a property, property owners 
pay a fee that is directly proportional to the amount of impervious surface found on their properties.  

The Town defines an impervious area as any area composed of any material that significantly impedes 
or prevents the natural percolation of water into soil. Common impervious surfaces include, but are not 
limited to, roof tops, sidewalks, walkways, patio areas, driveways, parking lots, storage areas, brick or 
concrete pavers, compacted gravel surfaces (roads, driveways, parking, and storage areas), and other 
surfaces which prevent or significantly impede the natural infiltration of storm water into the soil.  

The Town measures the amount of impervious surface using the number of Equivalent Residential Unit 
(ERU) per property. As the billing unit, one ERU is equal to the median amount of impervious area 
found on a typical single-family residential property. It was found that a typical single-family residential 
property in the Town contains approximately 3,473 square feet of impervious area. Therefore, one ERU 
equals 3,473 square feet of impervious area.  

All single-family residential properties are charged one ERU. Other properties are charged in proportion 
to this billing unit based on the calculated number of ERUs for the existing impervious area multiplied by 
the ERU rate. For example, if your property has four (4) times the amount of impervious area of one 
ERU, you will be charged four (4) times the base rate of $xxx per month (i.e. 4 ERUs or $xx). This billing 
methodology is typical for other stormwater funding programs in the United States. 
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1.3 Credit Options  
As part of the Stormwater Ordinance, a provision was made for the Stormwater Management Utility Fee 
structure to offer a system of adjustments, or credits, to the fee for properties that implement 
Stormwater Control Measures (SCMs). A SCM is an activity, measure or facility that prevents or 
reduces the flow of pollutants and reduces stormwater runoff (peak flow rate and/or total volume 
discharged) to the stormwater drainage system or surrounding bodies of water. These measures can 
include onsite practices such as bioretention and ponds that manage stormwater at its source or offsite 
activities such as participating in the Town’s Adopt-A-Stream program.  

A credit is an ongoing reduction in the amount of stormwater fees assessed to a parcel in recognition of 
on-site systems, facilities, or other activities taken to reduce the impact of stormwater runoff, in 
compliance with this manual. Property owners may qualify for credit when they can demonstrate that 
their existing or new stormwater facility provides cost savings the Town would otherwise incur as part of 
Town stormwater management efforts.  

Table 1-1 summarizes the potential credits available to property owners within the Town of Fort Mill. 
Each credit is explained in further detail later in this manual.  

Table 1-1: Summary of the Town of Fort Mill Potential Stormwater Utility Credits 
Type Term Potential Credit Applications Need 

to be Prepared by 
a Qualified 
Individual*?  

Structural SCM Credits  
  Specific SCM Credits     

Rain Barrel Credit Bi-annually Up to 20% per ERU N 
Rain Garden Credit Annually Up to 25% N 
Impervious Surface Reduction Credit Annually Up to 25% N 
Pervious Pavement Credit Annually Up to 25% Y 
Vegetated Filter Strip Credit Annually Up to 25% Y 

  Peak Discharge Rate Reduction Credit Annually Up to 30% Y 
  Runoff Volume Reduction Credit Annually Up to 50% Y 
  Quality Treatment Credit Annually Up to 10% Y 
Non-Structural SCM Credits  
  Low Impact Parcel Credit Annually Up to 20% N 
  Watershed Stewardship Credit Annually Up to 10% N 
  Education Credit Annually Up to 25% N 
  Individual NPDES Permit Credit Permit 

Term 
Up to 20% N 

*Calculated report needs to be signed and sealed by a registered professional engineers or a landscape 
architects 

The Town will evaluate each case individually in determining the appropriate level of credit. Before 
submitting an application, we encourage you to contact the Town with questions regarding eligibility.  
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In addition to describing those activities which may qualify for a credit, this manual outlines the basis for 
determining the extent of the credit, the procedure by which the policy is to be administered, and the 
conditions required to remain eligible for a stormwater utility fee credit.  

1.4 Definitions 
Bioretention is the process in which contaminants and sediment are removed from stormwater runoff. 
Stormwater is collected into the treatment area which consists of a grass buffer strip, sand bed, ponding 
area, organic layer of mulch layer, planting soil, and plants. Runoff passes first over or through a sand 
bed, which slows the runoff's velocity and distributes it evenly along the length of the ponding area. 
Water is ponded to a depth of approximately 6 inches and gradually infiltrates into the bioretention area 
or is evapotranspired. Stored water in the bioretention area exfiltrates over a period of days into the 
underlying soils. Rain gardens are a bioretention technique. 

Bioswales are landscape elements designed to remove silt and pollution from surface runoff. They 
consist of a swaled drainage course with gently sloped sides and filled with vegetation, compost and/or 
riprap. The water's flow path, along with the wide and shallow ditch, is designed to maximize the time 
water spends in the swale, which aids the trapping of pollutants and silt. Biological factors also 
contribute to the breakdown of certain pollutants. A common application is around parking lots, where 
substantial automotive pollution is collected by the paving and then flushed by rain. The bioswale, or 
other type of biofilter, wraps around the parking lot and treats the runoff before releasing it to the 
storm sewer. 

Credit means on-going reductions in the stormwater service charge applicable to a given property in 
recognition of onsite or off-site systems, facilities, measures, or other actions taken by property owners 
to reduce or mitigate the impact of their property(s) or actions on the quantity or quality of stormwater 
run-off that would otherwise be managed in the public system. Credits shall be conditioned on the 
continuing performance of the systems, facilities, measures, or other actions in reference to standards 
adopted by the Town Council upon which the credits are granted, and may be revised or rescinded. 

Design Storm refers to a rainfall event of a certain size or intensity, duration, and return frequency that 
is used to calculate the peak stormwater discharge. For example, a 10-YR storm refers to a rainfall event 
expected to occur an average of once every 10 years or an event which has a 10% chance of occurrence 
within any given year. 

Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU), also referred to as equivalent runoff unit, is the average amount of 
imperious surface area, which is 3,473 square feet, on a single-family residential property in the Town of 
Fort Mill. 3,473 square feet is the statistical median value for impervious surface area on a single family 
parcel in the Town of Fort Mill. The stormwater fee is based on the number of ERU for each parcel. 

Impervious Surface is a surface composed of any material that significantly impedes or prevents the 
natural percolation of water into soil, which includes, but is not limited to, rooftops, buildings, streets 
and roads, and standard concrete or asphalt surface.  
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Land Development is any land change, including, but not limited to, clearing, digging, grubbing, 
stripping, removal of vegetation, dredging, grading, excavating, transporting and filling of land, 
construction, paving, and any other installation of impervious cover. 

Maintenance Agreement is a written agreement providing for the long-term inspection and 
maintenance of stormwater management facilities and practices on a site or with respect to a land 
development project, which, when properly recorded in the deed records of the York County 
Courthouse constitutes a restriction on the title to a site or other land involved in a land development 
project.  

Peak discharge is the maximum rate of flow for water entering or exiting a drainage system or 
stormwater facility. Discharge is typically measured in cubic feet per second (cfs) and associated with a 
specific design storm. 

Post-Developed Conditions means the conditions which exist following the completion of the land 
disturbing activity in terms of topography, vegetation, land use and rate, volume or direction of 
stormwater runoff. 

Pre-Developed Conditions means the conditions which existed prior to the initiation of the land 
disturbing activity in terms of topography, vegetation, land use and rate, volume or direction of 
stormwater runoff.  

Property owner is the person or entity financially responsible for the stormwater fee associated with a 
given account and the stormwater facility to be credited. 

Stormwater means the run-off from precipitation that travels over natural or developed lands to the 
nearest stream, other conduit, or impoundment and appears in lakes, rivers, ponds, or other bodies of 
water. 

Stormwater Control Measures (SCMs) is an activity, measure or facility that prevents or reduces the 
transport of pollutants and reduces stormwater runoff (peak flow rate and/or total volume discharged) 
to the stormwater drainage system or surrounding bodies of water. 

Stormwater Fee is the charge established by the Town to cover the cost of operating the Town’s 
Stormwater Utility. The charge is based on the impervious surface area associated with the property and 
the average impervious surface area for a single-family residential property within the Town limits 
(Equivalent Residential Unit – ERU). 

Stormwater Management is the practice of managing stormwater runoff in order to avoid water 
quantity and quality problems. 

Peak Flow Reduction Best Management Practices are the use of physical stormwater management 
controls, such as detention ponds, to reduce the post-development peak runoff rates. The use of low 
impact development techniques, such as impervious footprint reduction and the use of green 
infrastructure, may also reduce peak runoff rates from developed properties.  
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Pervious Pavements are a range of materials and techniques for paving roads, cycle paths, parking lots 
and pavements that allow the movement of water and air around the paving material. Although some 
porous paving materials appear nearly indistinguishable from traditional nonporous materials, their 
environmental effects are qualitatively different. Whether pervious concrete, porous asphalt, paving 
stones or bricks, all these pervious materials allow precipitation to percolate through areas that would 
traditionally be impervious. 

Rain Barrels are used to collect, store, and reuse rooftop runoff from rainfall events that would 
otherwise drain directly to the stormwater system or streams. The collected rainwater can be used 
to water plants, trees or lawns during dry periods. The barrels are connected directly to downspouts 
for collection. The storage capacity is typically 50 gallons or more. The barrels are equipped with spigots 
for release of the stored water. This process is also referred to as rainwater harvesting.  

Rain Gardens are landscaped areas built in a depression that are designed to capture and filter 
stormwater runoff from a roof or other impervious surface. The plants and soil of the rain garden 
provide an easy, natural way of allowing stormwater from individual properties to soak into the ground 
(as opposed to flowing into storm drains and surface waters which causes erosion, pollution, flooding, 
and diminished groundwater). 

Total Volume Reduction Best Management Practices are the use of infiltration techniques to reduce 
post-development runoff volumes. The use of low impact development techniques, such as impervious 
footprint reduction and the use of green volumes from developed properties. 

Water Quality Best Management Practices, as used in this context, would be for projects that target the 
removal of specific pollutants form stormwater runoff and that provide general stormwater pollution 
prevention awareness through educational activities, such as drain marking events. 

1.5 List of Acronyms 
BMP               Best Management Practice  
ERU               Equivalent Residential Unit 
EPA                US Environmental Protection Agency 
LID                 Low Impact Development  
MS4               Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System  
NPDES           National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
SCDHEC         South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control 
SCMs             Stormwater Control Measures  
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2.0 General Policies 
This section outlines the general policies for stormwater utility credits. 

2.1 Eligibility 
Any property that is subject to the stormwater utility fee may be eligible for a reduction in the fee 
through stormwater fee credits. In order for a property to be eligible to receive a stormwater fee credit, 
the credit must apply to developed land containing a Town-approved Stormwater Control Measure 
(SCM) eligible for the credit. These measures can include on-site practices such as rain gardens, 
bioretention cells, vegetated swales, and other practices that manage stormwater at its source.  

Credits are available to all qualifying SCMs, whether constructed before or after initiation of the Town’s 
stormwater utility.  

Accounts with past-due balances shall not be eligible to apply for stormwater fee credits. Credited 
accounts not paying stormwater charges will be deemed ineligible, resulting in revocation of credits.  

2.2 Transfer of Credit 
The stormwater credits issued applies only to the property owner. Credits do not transfer when 
ownership changes. A new application must be submitted by the new property owner(s) to continue 
receiving the credit. 

2.3 Coverage 
Credits will only be allowed for the portion of the impervious area that is in the drainage area of a 
qualifying stormwater control facility. The following formula will determine the amount of credit 
earned by a SCM:  

Credit Earned = (% Credit eligible for a SCM) * (Stormwater Fee) * (% of impervious area treated) 

For example, if a site has a detention pond installed which qualifies the site for a 10% credit towards its 
Stormwater Utility fees, but only 60% of the impervious area on the site drains to the pond, then the site 
can only be granted a 6% credit (10%*60%).   

2.4 Credit Limit 
Property owners can apply for credits from any or a combination of the categories listed in this manual. 
The maximum allowable credit is 70% of the gross billing amount, regardless of how many individual 
credits for which the property qualifies. It is based on the concept that even if all property owners were 
able to mitigate the impacts of impervious surfaces on their properties, the Town would still have to 
maintain the drainage system associated with public properties and incur cost for programs mandated 
by the NPDES MS4 permit, such as routine system inspection and maintenance, illicit discharge 
detection and elimination, and construction site inspections. 

2.5 Community Requirements  
A stormwater fee credit is only applicable for Stormwater Control Measures (SCMs) that are allowed by 
the member community in which the property is located. SCMs must meet all applicable building, 
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subdivision and planning, zoning code requirements of member communities including downspout 
disconnection, landscaping, and property setbacks requirements. 

2.6 Application Procedure 
To apply for a credit, the property owner or his/her representative must submit a completed Credit 
Application Form (Appendix A) and a Right-of-Entry form (Appendix C) to the Stormwater Utility. To be 
considered complete, all applications must include all required owner contact information, property 
information, the “type” of credit selected, and a brief description of the proposed credit. It is 
recommended that you provide all supporting calculations, plans, sketches, photos, and other 
documentation which may assist the Stormwater Department in reviewing the credit application. All 
credits will be verified by the Stormwater Department to ensure compliance with this manual.  

Applications must be submitted before May 1 and approved by August 1 in a given year for any awarded 
credits to be applied on the next billing cycle. The Town will issue a letter of acceptance or denial of the 
credit renewal request within 30 business days. Denied requests may be resubmitted addressing Town 
comments and must be received no later than 5:00pm on July 1.  

2.7 Maintenance Requirements 
All stormwater management facilities require proper maintenance in order to perform as designed and 
to prevent a public nuisance. A property owner must agree to adhere to an approved and executed 
inspection and maintenance plan for the SCM which qualifies for the credit.  

For new or retrofitted SCMs, the maintenance agreement (Appendix D) provided as part of the plan 
review and approval process will provide the maintenance plan for the SCM(s) and should be submitted 
as part of the credit application. For existing SCMs, a maintenance agreement will need to be submitted 
and approved as part of the credit application process.  

In addition to providing the proper inspection and maintenance for the SCM, the recipient of a 
stormwater credit is responsible for notifying the Town in writing if the SCM is compromised or 
damaged in any way. The Town should also be notified in writing of any work that takes place (repair or 
alteration) that will impact how the SCM operates. 

2.8 Renewal 
The terms of credits vary from 1 to 5 years, depending on the type of credit. At the end of the credit 
term, the credit will automatically expire. It is the property owner’s responsibility to insure that an 
application is made prior to the credit expiring. The property owner must submit the Town’s renewal 
application to continue to receive credits. Failure to submit renewal information by the required 
deadline, May 1, will result in elimination of the credit. 

The required documentation consists of the following: 

• Renewal Form (Appendix B) 
• Inspection report(s). 
• Recently dated photographs showing the condition (including any known damage) of a SCM.  
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• Records demonstrating that required maintenance activities and/or repairs have been 
completed.  

2.9 Inspections 
Each property owner that has applied for and received a credit for a SCM has the responsibility to 
inspect and repair their SCM to ensure that it is functioning as credited. In addition, the Town reserves 
the right to inspect the SCM receiving a credit and audit inspection/maintenance records from property 
owners at any time. As a condition of receiving a credit, a property owner must agree to allow the Town 
unrestricted Right-of-Entry or an easement to inspect the SCM(s) associated with the stormwater fee 
credit.  

2.10 Enforcement 
If a facility exhibits the need for repair or maintenance, a Notice of Violation will be sent to the property 
owner stating that improvements and/or corrections need to be made. If adequate improvements 
and/or corrections to the facility are not completed or addressed within the time frame specified in the 
Notice of Violation, the forthcoming credit will be forfeited. No future credit will be considered for the 
next five years for the subject property. 

If the field inspection proves that any of the annual documentation submitted for continuation of the 
credit is not accurate, the credit will be immediately forfeited. No future credit will be considered for the 
next five years for the subject property. 
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3.0 Stormwater Fee Credit Options 
This section provides an overview of credit options for all property owners. The credit amount will be 
determined based on the type of SCM and percentage of the impervious area of the site that drains to 
the SCM. The maximum allowable credit is 70% of the gross billing amount, regardless of how many 
individual credits for which the property qualifies. This may be achieved through the use of one or more 
features or activities eligible for a stormwater credit under the stormwater credit policy, but under no 
circumstances shall the total credit exceed the maximum stormwater fee credit established by Town 
Council. The property owner must show that a Town-approved SCM has been effectively implemented 
on the property to maintain the credit.  

It should be noted that the Town wishes to encourage the installation of these types of SCMs to increase 
the effectiveness of the utility. Instead of a blanket ‘one size fits all’ approach, the Town has determined 
that it would be better for the individual property owner to determine what kinds of SCMs they desire. 
Property owners seeking a credit may request unique opportunities of approaches to improving on-site 
stormwater management. The Stormwater Manager will review and evaluate these types of unique 
requests on a case-by-case basis to determine the credit value for a site to which the SCM is being 
applied. In each case, the Town will be using the EPA, DHEC or other published industrial standards on 
stormwater management technologies to evaluate the SCM and its eligibility.  

In addition, this manual is not meant to replace the services of experienced, professional installers. It is 
recommended that a qualified installer be consulted for applications using any of these options to 
ensure desired results.  

3.1 Structural SCM Credits 
There are a wide variety of structural SCMs in use for stormwater management. Structural SCMs include 
engineered and constructed systems that are designed to reduce the stormwater runoff issues 
mentioned in Section 1 (peak discharge rate, volume and quality) flowing from their properties to the 
stormwater system or surrounding water bodies. This section outlines the Town-approved structural 
SCMs that may be qualified for Structural SCM Credits.   

3.1.1 Specific SCM Credit 

3.1.1.1 Rain Barrel (Full Credit: 20%) 
Rain barrels are used to collect, store, and reuse rooftop runoff from rainfall events that would 
otherwise drain directly to the stormwater system or streams. The collected rainwater can be used 
to water plants, trees or lawns during dry periods. The barrels are connected directly to downspouts 
for collection. The storage capacity is typically 50 gallons or more. The barrels are equipped with spigots 
for release of the stored water. This process is also referred to as rainwater harvesting.  
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A full credit of 20% is available for every 50-gallon rain barrel installed per ERU. For example, a 
residential house has one ERU and therefore is qualified for a 20% credit for the stormwater fee if a 50-
gallon rain barrel is installed on this property. A commercial property that has 4 ERUs will be qualified 
for a 5% credit (20%/4) for each 50-gallon rain barrel installed. 

Credit may be approved if the following criteria are met: 

• The minimum capacity acceptable shall be 50 gallons.  
• Rain barrels must be covered with a lid or fine mesh 

screen that prevents mosquitoes from entering the 
storage container.  

• Water shall not be allowed to stand in the barrel for 
more than seven days.   

• Rain barrels must be equipped with an overflow or 
bypass mechanism to divert rainwater to the storm 
drainage systems when the storage structure is full. 
These mechanisms cannot cause erosion or property damage. 

• Stormwater overflows from rain barrels or the draining of rain barrels must be directed to 
appropriate outlets to the storm drainage system or to vegetated areas, and away from 
neighboring properties, sidewalks, steep slopes, or retaining walls. 

Rain barrels need to be maintained according to the schedule specified in Table 3-1: 

Table 3-1: Maintenance Activities for Rain Barrels 
Activity Schedule 
Clean roof and gutters to reduce debris As Needed 

Remove any debris that has accumulated on the lid 
that might block the screen mesh. Clear off any 
screens.  

As Needed 

Clean the inside of the rain barrel. Check the over-
flow hose and connections to ensure the barrel is in 
proper working condition. 

Routinely  

 
Check any hoses associated with the rain barrels to 
clear any debris. 

Routinely  

To winterize, disconnect and return the downspout to 
its original configuration. Remove the hoses and mesh 
screen and store them. Make sure to drain the 
container to prevent it from freezing and cracking. If 
possible, store it upside down, so no water or 
materials will be able to enter.  

Annually/As 
Needed 

 

Interesting Fact about Rain Barrels: 1-inch of rain on a 1,000 sqft yields 623 gallons of water. 
Calculate the yield of your roof by multiplying the square footage of your roof by 623 and divide by 
1,000. Depending on your roof area, a rain barrel can fill up when there has been as little as 1/10th-
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inch of rain. To collect twice this volume from the same downspout, connect the overflow hose from 
the first rain barrel to a second rain barrel. 

3.1.1.2 Rain Garden (Full Credit: 25%) 
 Rain gardens or bioretention areas are landscaped areas built in a 
depression that are designed to capture and filter stormwater 
runoff from a roof or other impervious surface. They are 
landscaped with native plant species to add aesthetic value to a 
property while simultaneously recharging groundwater supplies 
and providing onsite treatment and storage of stormwater runoff. 
The plants and soil of the rain garden provides an easy, natural way 
of allowing stormwater to soak into the ground (as opposed to 
flowing into storm drains and surface waters which causes erosion, 
pollution, flooding, and diminished groundwater).  

To obtain this credit, the rain garden must meet the following 
criteria: 

• At least 25% of a property’s impervious surface area must drain to the rain garden. 
• Stormwater overflows from the rain garden must be directed to appropriate outlets or areas 

and away from neighboring properties, sidewalks, steep slopes, or retaining walls. 
• The rain garden must be sized and constructed according to the Rain Garden Manual from 

Clemson Public Service (see Appendix E). Any alternate design must be pre-approved. 

Rain gardens must be maintained to ensure continued function according to tasks listed in Table 3-2. 
The credit application and renewal processes will require documentation (including photographs) to 
demonstrate that the rain garden was built to standard and continues to function as approved. Rain 
gardens need to be maintained in accordance with the guidelines in the table below: 

Table 3-2: Maintenance Activities for Rain Gardens 
Activity Schedule 
Mulch void areas  As needed 
Treat diseased trees and shrubs  As needed 
Mow turf areas As needed 
Water plants daily for 2 weeks  At project completion 
Inspect soil and repair eroded areas  Monthly 
Remove litter and debris As needed 
Remove and replace dead and diseased vegetation  Twice per year 
Add mulch  Once per year 
Replace tree stakes and wires Once per year 

3.1.1.3 Impervious Surface Reduction (Full Credit: 25%) 
The Town desires to promote the reduction of impervious cover in the watersheds in Town and has 
developed this credit for all property owners who voluntarily choose to reduce the amount of existing 
impervious surface on their properties. The removal of impervious surfaces from a property will result in 
a reduction of runoff and will therefore be eligible for a credit. 
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A property owner who can show that he/she has removed at a minimum of 10% AND no less than 300 
Square Feet (sqft) of the existing impervious surfaces on the property and replaced it with a vegetated 
or other type of pervious surfaces shall qualify for a credit up to 25%.   

3.1.1.4 Pervious Pavement (Full Credit: 25%) 
Pervious pavement is designed to allow 
percolation or infiltration of storm-water through 
the surface into the soil below where the water is 
naturally filtered and pollutants are removed. 
Pervious pavement may include paving blocks, grid 
pavers, or pervious concrete. Pervious pavements 
can be used for driveways and patios with a stone 
reservoir underneath. The reservoir temporarily 
stores surface runoff before infiltrating it into the 
soil below the stone reservoir. Runoff is infiltrated 
directly into the soil and improves water quality. 

Compacted gravel driveways are not considered a type of pervious pavement and are not available for 
any stormwater fee credit. 

Credit may be approved if the following criteria are met: 

• The pervious pavement is installed for the purpose of runoff infiltration. 
• Area of pervious pavement is at least 1,000 square feet. 
• The installation meets the local building and zoning standards for driveway installations. 
• The pervious pavement must be sized and constructed according to the SCDHEC Structural 

Control Design Standards (see Appendix F). Any alternate design must be pre-approved. 

Pervious pavement needs to be maintained in accordance with the guidelines in the table below: 

Table 3-3: Maintenance Activities for Pervious Pavement 
Required Maintenance Frequency 
Ensure pervious pavement system is draining and 
there are no visible signs of standing water on the 
surface. 

As Needed 

Do not apply salt or sand during winter months.  Winter Months 
Use a professional vacuum service to remove sediment 
accumulation and organic debris on the pavement 
surface.  

Annually 

Remove accumulated leaves and debris from 
pavement surface  

In Fall/As 
Needed 

 
 

Application for this credit must be prepared by a qualified individual who is a licensed professional 
engineer or landscape architect. 
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3.1.1.5 Vegetated Filter Strip (Full Credit: 25%) 
 Vegetated filter strips are uniform strips of dense turf, meadow grasses, trees or other vegetation with 
a minimum slope to treat the water quality of small sheet flows from impervious surfaces.  

Credit may be approved if the following criteria is met: 

• The vegetated filter strip has enough 
capacity to treat at least 50% of the 
property’s impervious area. 

• Filter strips are fully vegetated and 
vegetation is healthy and there are no 
areas of bare soil or mulch.  

• Filter strips must be at least 50 feet 
long and 10 feet wide with slopes less 
than 5%.  

• Runoff from roof downspouts must be 
dispersed using splash block.  

• The vegetated filter strip must be sized and constructed according to the SCDHEC Structural 
Control Design Standards (see Appendix F). Any alternate design must be pre-approved. 

The vegetated filter strip needs to be maintained according to the guidelines in table below: 

Table 3-4: Maintenance Activities for Vegetated Filter Strip 
Required Maintenance Frequency 
Mow grass to maintain design height. Regularly (frequently) 
Remove litter and debris. Regularly (frequently) 
Inspect for erosion, rills and gullies, and 
repair. 

Annual, or as needed 

Repair sparse vegetation. Annual, or as needed 
Inspect to ensure that grass has established. 
If not, replace with an alternative species. 

Annual, or as needed 

Nutrient and pesticide management. Annual, or as needed 
Aeration of soil. Annual, or as needed 

 

Application for this credit must be prepared by a qualified individual who is a licensed professional 
engineer or landscape architect. 

3.1.2 Stormwater Peak Rate Reduction Credit (Full Credit: 30%) 
 Peak Rate Reduction Credit is available to property owners who have Town-approved SCMs that reduce 
the peak rate of stormwater runoff discharged from the property owner’s property. Only the 
impervious surfaces of a particular site that drain through the SCM are eligible for a credit.  
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Detention basins are designed to intercept a 
volume of storm water, temporarily impound 
the water and release it shortly after the storm 
event. The main purpose of a detention basin is 
quantity control by reducing the peak flow rate 
of storm water discharges. They are designed 
to not retain a permanent pool volume 
between runoff events, and most basins are 
designed to empty in a time period of less than 
24 hours. Detention basins can limit 
downstream scour and loss of aquatic habitat 
by reducing the peak flow rate and energy of storm water discharges to the receiving stream, but their 
removal of pollutant can be limited.  

The peak rate reduction credit applies to properties with a SCM that reduces post-development peak 
runoff rates for the 5-year, 10-year, 25-year, 50-year and 100-year design storms to pre-development 
levels. Table 3-5 shows the credit opportunities. 

Table 3-5: Stormwater Peak Rate Reduction Credit Structure 
Controlling 

5-YR 
Storm 

Controlling 
10-YR 
Storm 

Controlling 
25-YR 
Storm 

Controlling 
50-YR 
Storm 

Controlling 
100-YR 
Storm 

10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 
 

The credit may be approved if the SCMs are designed, constructed and maintained according to the 
SCDHEC Structural Control Design Standards (see Appendix F). Any alternate design must be pre-
approved. 

Application for this credit must be prepared by a qualified individual who is a licensed professional 
engineer or landscape architect.  

3.1.3 Stormwater Volume Reduction Credit (Full Credit: 50%) 
Volume reduction refers to the volume that enters a SCM that does not discharge to surface water. This 
water is considered retained. The key volume reduction mechanisms can be categorized as follows:  

• Infiltration below the SCM and through the side walls and percolation to groundwater or 
shallow interflow pathways  

• Evaporation of ponded water  
• Evapotranspiration of water stored in the root zone below the surface of the SCM  
• Demand for stored water, generally either for irrigation or other non-potable uses such as toilet 

flushing  
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The relative magnitude of each mechanism is expected to vary by SCM type, underlying soil types, 
groundwater conditions and connectivity to receiving water, climate, and non-potable water demand.  

By installing SCMs to reduce runoff volume, property owners may be eligible for a credit of up to 30%. 
To qualify, property owners must demonstrate that their existing or new SCM manages stormwater 
generated from their immediate property and/or upstream tributary areas. In addition, the SCM must 
exceed design criteria outlined in the Stormwater Ordinance. The SCM must also meet all DHEC 
Stormwater Best Management Practices standards.  

For each of the design storms discussed in the 
following sections, the stormwater facility must 
be designed to control the storm event from the 
Post-Developed conditions back to the Pre-
Developed conditions, as defined as “good” 
hydrologic conditions for a woods-grass 
combination land cover. The structure of the 
Stormwater Facility Credit is explained below. 

The credit may be approved if the SCMs are 
designed, constructed and maintained according 
to the SCDHEC Structural Control Design 

Standards (see Appendix F). Any alternate design must be pre-approved. 

Table 3-6 shows the credit opportunities for property owners with a SCM that controls on-site 
stormwater runoff and/or runoff from an upstream tributary area.  

Table 3-6: Stormwater Volume Reduction Credit Structure 
Controlling 

5-YR 
Storm 

Controlling 
10-YR 
Storm 

Controlling 
25-YR 
Storm 

Controlling 
50-YR 
Storm 

Controlling 
100-YR 
Storm 

30% 35% 40% 45% 50% 
 

Applications for this credit must be prepared by a qualified individual who is a licensed professional 
engineer or landscape architect.  

3.1.4 Stormwater Quality Credit (Full Credit: 10%) 
Properly designed, constructed and maintained SCMs can effectively remove a wide range of pollutants 
from urban runoff. A Stormwater Quality credit of up to 10% is available to property owners who have 
installed a Town-approved SCM that provides s permanent reduction of pollutants, specifically 
suspended solids (TSS), from the stormwater runoff leaving their property. The credit is only available 

16 
 



for the impervious surfaces that drain to each SCM. Town-approved SCMs that are qualified for a 
Stormwater Quality Credit include: 

• Wet Detention Ponds 
• Dry Detention Ponds 
• Underground Detention Systems 
• Storm Water Wetlands 
• Bioretention Areas 
• Infiltration Trench 
• Enhanced Dry Swales 
• Pre-Fabricated Control Devices 
• Vegetated Filter Strips 
• Porous Surfacing 

NOTE: a detention pond that is being used for a Stormwater Peak Rate and Volume Reduction Credit 
may also be approved as a SCM for a Stormwater Quality Credit if properly designed. 

In order to be eligible for the credit, the engineering certification or calculations must be provided to 
show that the SCM has the ability to remove 85 percent of the total suspended solids (TSS) based on 25-
yr, 24-hr storm events. This credit will be based upon hydrologic data, water quality data, design 
specifications, and other pertinent data supplied by qualified, licensed professionals on behalf of 
property owners. 

The amount of credit earned by a property is determined by the type of SCM installed, the number of 
SCMs installed and the percentage of the impervious area on the site that drains to the SCM. The 
amount of credit earned by a property is determined by the percentage of the impervious area on the 
site that drains to the SCM(s). The following formula will determine the amount of credit earned by a 
Quality SCM:  

Credit Earned = (10% Credit) * (Stormwater Fee) * (% of impervious area treated) 

The credit may be approved if the SCMs are designed, constructed and maintained according to the 
SCDHEC Structural Control Design Standards (see Appendix F). Any alternate design must be pre-
approved. 

Application for this credit must be prepared by a qualified individual who is a licensed professional 
engineer or landscape architect.  

3.2 Non-Structural SCM Credits 
Non-structural SCMs include institutional and pollution-prevention type practices designed to prevent 
pollutants from entering storm water runoff or reduce the volume of stormwater requiring 
management. Non-structural SCMs can be very effective in controlling pollution generating at the 
source, which in turn can reduce or eliminate the need for costly end-of-pipe treatment by structural 
SCMs. 
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3.2.1 Low Impact Parcel (Full Credit: 20%) 
A low impact parcel is one that has reduced land disturbance and minimal impervious surfaces, manages 
stormwater runoff on-site, and is less than 7% impervious. Table 3-7 shows credit opportunities 
associated with different percentage of imperious surface on the site: 

Table 3-7: Low Impact Parcel Credit Opportunities 
Percentage of Impervious Surface Credit Opportunity  
<=5% 20% 
>5% but <=6% 15% 
>6% but <=7% 10% 

 

In order to qualify for this credit, the property owner should submit the following:  

• Site map showing the entire parcel;  
• All impervious areas on the property; and 
• Calculation of the percent impervious.  

Credit shall be applied per parcel basis. Adjacent properties owned by the same entity may not be 
included in the calculation of percent impervious for the specific parcel against which the credit is to be 
applied.  

3.2.2 Watershed Stewardship (Full Credit: 10%) 
NSFR property owners are eligible for a stormwater credit if the customer participates in a Town-
approved local watershed stewardship event. Eligible events are set up, organized, and executed 
through a partnership with citizens and local groups.  

In general, eligible watershed stewardship activities will include community programs such as Adopt-A-
Stream or Stormwater Drainage Stenciling that require participation in at least 2 events per year. Other 
eligible programs may be added in the future, but property owners should verify activity eligibility with 
the Town Stormwater Manager in advance.  

A 10% credit is available for watershed stewardship. 

3.2.3 Education Credit (Full Credit: 25%) 
The Town of Fort Mill is required by the NPDES Permit to educate the public about watershed pollution 
and protection, surface and groundwater resources, the effects of urbanization on these resources, and 
the impact of their actions on preserving and restoring the physical, chemical, and biological integrity of 
the Town’s water resources. The stormwater education credit is intended to encourage both public and 
private schools to educate students and support the Town’s education outreach goals. Consequently, 
the public or private schools that teach eligible stormwater related curriculums to all students may 
receive a stormwater credit of up to 25%. The rationale behind this credit is that the information 
provided by the schools will translate into appreciation and stewardship of water resources and thereby 
reduce negative impacts (usually pollutant impacts) on local streams, ponds and lakes that can result 
from uninformed citizens.   

18 
 



The credit is subject to the following conditions:  

• The education outreach is designed to reach every student on the property annually. 
• The credit requires submittal of both an application and attendance at an annual meeting with 

the Town to review the success of the program. The application need to be completed annually, 
and requires a description of the educational program, list of educational tools used, estimated 
number of students that will receive or have already received the education, and the length of 
the education program.  

• The credit will only be applied to the qualified school property(s) where the curriculum is taught, 
not the entire Fort Mill School District.  

• In order to qualify for this credit, the educational program would need to be pre-approved by 
the Town and documentation provided by the schools to certify that the program had been 
carried out as approved in the credit application. Documentation would also be required to 
confirm the students’ attendances.  

3.2.4 Individual NPDES Permit (Up to 20%) 
By complying with National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Stormwater Permit 
requirements for industrial facilities, NSFR property owners are helping the Town address potential 
water quality issues onsite before they are discharged into the public drainage system and/or natural 
waterways. Therefore, these properties are eligible for a stormwater utility credit. A 20% credit may be 
given for sites which are subject to Individual NPDES Stormwater Permits through DHEC. In order for a 
site to receive this credit, it must be individually permitted and maintain its permit in good standing. 
Proof of a valid permit, as well as copies of annual reports shall be submitted to the Town in order for a 
property owner to receive or renew the credit. 
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