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MINUTES 

TOWN OF FORT MILL 

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

January 28, 2014 

112 Confederate Street 

7:00 PM 

 

 

Present: Chairman James Traynor, Scott Couchenour, Ben Hudgins, Chris Wolfe, Tom 

Petty, Tony White, Planning Director Joe Cronin 

 

Absent: John Garver 

 

Guests: Nick Stegall, Kevin Granelli (Trinity Land Group) 

 

Chairman Traynor called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.  

 

Planning Director Cronin stated that Mr. Garver had contacted him earlier in the day and would 

be unable to attend the meeting. 

 

Mr. Wolfe made a motion to approve the minutes from the January 14, 2014, special called 

meeting, with a second by Mr. Couchenour. Mr. Petty stated that the meeting time was incorrectly 

listed as 7:00 pm and should instead be 6:30 pm. Mr. Traynor noted that there was a typo on page 

3 of the minutes. Mr. Wolfe amended his motion to include the two changes, with a second by Mr. 

Couchenour. The minutes were approved, as amended, by a vote of 6-0. 

 

Mr. Nick Stegall requested an opportunity to address the Planning Commission. There was no 

objection.  

 

Mr. Stegall stated that the previous owner and developer of the Massey subdivision had made 

promises to include a stub out to the Stegall family’s neighboring property; however, there was no 

written agreement. The preliminary plat that was approved for Massey Phase 2 did not include any 

stub out or easement. Mr. Stegall requested that the Planning Commission consider amending the 

plat. Planning Director Cronin stated that the plat submitted by the current property owner, IOTA 

Doby Bridge LLC, has already been approved by the Planning Commission and is, therefore, 

vested in its current version. Any changes would need to come from the applicant. Chairman 

Traynor asked staff to reach out to IOTA Doby Bridge LLC and try to bring both parties together. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

1. Sketch Plan: Pecan Ridge: Planning Director Cronin provided a brief overview of the 

request, the purpose of which was to review and approve a sketch plan for the Pecan Ridge 

subdivision on Whites Road. Planning Director Cronin stated that Town Council had 

rezoned the property and adopted a development agreement the previous morning. The 

proposed sketch plan was consistent with the requirements of the R-5 zoning district. Kevin 

Granelli of the applicant, Trinity Land Group, answered questions from Commission 
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members. Mr. Couchenour made a motion to approve the sketch plan as submitted. Mr, 

Hudgins seconded the motion. The motion was approved by a vote of 6-0.  

 

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION / DISCUSSION 

 

1. Sketch Plan Update: Planning Director Cronin stated that the pending owner of the Sutton 

Park subdivision, M/I Homes, had been requested by SCDOT to move the Harris Road 

entrance farther east from its original location. As a result, the applicant was requesting to 

amend its previously adopted sketch plan. Planning Director Cronin provided members 

with a revised sketch plan. The consensus of the commission was that the new sketch plan 

alignment was preferable to the original version. Planning Director Cronin stated that since 

it is only a sketch plan at this point, the applicant need not re-submit, but wanted to let the 

Planning Commission know that the revised version would be used as the project moves 

forward to the Preliminary Platting process. 

 

2. Text Amendment: Off Premises Signs: Planning Director Cronin stated council had 

requested feedback from the Commission as to whether the off-premises sign ordinance 

should be changed to allow “Welcome Signs” with names and logos of businesses or 

organizations not located on the same premises of the signs. The consensus of the Planning 

Commission was that the current regulations were an effective measure for limiting sign 

clutter, and that there were existing ways for businesses and organizations, including: 

Adopt-A-Highway/Stream signs, On-Premises Signs, LED signs owned by the town, and 

other options allowed under the current code. 

 

3. Joint Meeting with Town Council: Planning Director Cronin stated that the joint meeting 

with Town Council would take place during Council’s quarterly workshop on February 

15th. Additional details will be provided closer to the meeting date. 

 

4. Appointments: Planning Director Cronin stated that several members’ terms had expired. 

Council is in the process of reorganizing the Planning Commission, Board of Zoning 

Appeals and Historic Review Board. Staff will be sending out a notice in the coming weeks, 

along with application materials. All current members will be eligible to re-apply for 

appointment. 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:58 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Joe Cronin 

Planning Director 

 


